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STUDIES ON THE CORALS OF THE XISHA ISLANDS,
GUANGDONG PROVINCE, CHINA

I. A NEW GENUS AND TWO NEW SPECIES OF SIDERASTREIDAE

Zou Ren-LIN

(South China Sea Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

Family SIDERASTREIDAE Vaughan and Wells 1943
Genus Xishasiderasirea gen. nov.

Type species Xishasiderastrea sinensis sp. nov.

Massive, cerioid colonies formed by intra- and extratentacular budding. Coral-
lites. polygonal, crowded. Corallite walls well defined, formed by synapticular rings.
Columella absent.

The new genus closely resembles Siderasirea, but it is easily distinguishable from
the latter by the absence of columella.

1. Xishasiderastrea sinensis sp. nov.*

Corallum massive and encrusting ecerioid colonies, formed by intra- and extraten-
tacular budding, ‘
Corallites polygonal, erowded. Diameter of calics 1.5 mm to 6 mm. Three to four

* The Xisha Islands have always been China’s territory. Therefore, we propose the binomial
of the new entity as Xishasiderastrea sinensis Zou.



64 " OE B Oz % T

eycles of septa (commonly three eycles, but fourth cycle presented in big calices.) Pri-
maries laminar, or primaries and secondaries all laminar, both are very distinet from
others. Septal marging and faces with very fine granules or almost smooth. TLast
cyele incomplete. Septa of neighbouring calices often in alternate arrangement. Co-
rallite walls well defined, formed by synapticular rings. Columella absent.
Depth: 1 m to 5 m.
Colour: Yellow.
Holotype: (74-497, were collected by the author from Zhongjian I., the Xisha
Islands, 19, May 1974.
Paratypes: C74-072, were collected by . the author from Jinyin I, the Xisha
Islands, 16, May 1974
C74-396, were collected by the author from Zhaoshu I., the Xisha
Islands, 26, May 1974 :
C74-420, were collected by the author from Dong Island, the Xisha
Islands, 30, May 1974.
Both holotype and paratype are deposited in the South China Sea Institute of
Oceanology, Academia Siniea.

2. Xishasiderastrea granulata sp. nov.

Corallum massive and encrusting cerioid colonies, formed by intra- and extraten-
tacular budding.

Corallites polygonal, crowded. Diameter of calices 2 mm to 6 mm. Three to five
cycles of septa. Primaries and secondaries straight, broad laminar, tertiaries and
quarternaries narrow laminar, last cycle incomplete. Septal margins and faces well
markedly granulate. Septa of neighbouring calices joint together. Corallite walls well
defined, formed by synapticular rings. Columella absent.

Depth: From between tides to 3 or 4 m.

Colour: Light yellow.

Holotype: C(74-138, were collected by the author from Zhongjian I., the Xisha
Islands, 19, May 1974.

Paratypes: C(74-544, were collected by the comrades Huang Jin-sen ete. from

Jinging I., the Xisha Islands, 22, May 1974,

C74-095, were collected by the author from Jinyin I., the Xisha
Islands, 16, May 1974.

C73-059, were ecollected by the comrades Chen Shou peng ete. from
Zhaoshu 1., the Xisha Islands, 25, May 1973.

Both holotype and paratype are deposited in the South China Sea Institute of
Oceanology, Academia Siniea.

The new species approaches Xishasiderastrea sinensis Zou, It may be dlStlnngSh—
ed from the latter by the septa which are armed with well marked granules, by means
of which the septa of neighbouring calices are jointed to each other.



